[Bronchopleural fistula following the use of automatic stapling devices for lung cancer].
We compared automatic stapling with hand suturing in the rate of bronchopleural fistula. Twenty two hundred forty one patients of 25 hospitals, who were performed lobectomy or pneumonectomy for lung cancer from the year of 1990 to 1992, were investigated about the occurrence of bronchopleural fistula. The rate of bronchopleural fistula following lobectomy were 0.9% (11/1,227 cases) in automatic stapling, and 1.1% (8/753 cases) in hand suturing; there was no difference. However, there was a higher rate of the fistula with the use of automatic stapling devices in pneumonectomy. The rate was 11.2% (11/98 cases) in automatic stapling, and 1.2% (2/166 cases) in hand suturing. Automatic stapling may lead to bronchopleural fistula in pneumonectomy. Moreover, addition of hand suturing to automatic stapling was thought to prevent the fistula.